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SONODYNE

TECH
earelivingininteresting
times.Everybigcityin
Indiahasafewaddresses

thateithercelebratevinyl
ortrytopresentmusicin

waysthatputaudioqualtyfirst.At
thesametime,apartmentowners
arewillingtospendonacorner
dedicatedtomusic.Attheotherend
ofthespectrum,themarketis
floodedwithcheapacoustic
productsbuiltaroundboomybass,
andwithmusicalAlslopthat
doesn'tdeservetop-of-the-line
hardware.
Whatcanareputedaudio

companydotosurvive?Makeparty
speakers?Usetheoff-the-shelf
soundsolutionsfoundinevery
otherspeaker?Sonodyne,which
hashadCalcuttaasitsplayground
fordecades,hasasimpleanswer:
playtoitsstrengthswithout
dilutingitsphilosophyofsuperior
sound.Suchisthepullofthis
Indianbrandthataudiophilesare
happytospendbigonanythingit
makes.TaketheMalharG2,a
musicsystemhousedinacurved
woodencabinet.
TheMalharG2competeswith

premiumone-boxspeakersfrom
internationalbrandssuchas
MarshallandBose.Thefirstthing
tounderstandiswhatitisnot.Itis
notaportableBluetoothspeaker.It
runsonmainspower,weighs7.5kg
andmeasures440mmwide,250mm
highand220mmdeep.Itisa
tabletoporsideboardsystemmeant
tositinoneplaceandfillaroom,
anditshouldbejudgedagainsthi-fl

ratherthanpartyspeakers.

THREEWAYSTO
DIVIDETHEWORK
Mostsingle-boxwirelessspeakers
aretwo-waydesigns.Atweeter
handlesthehighfrequenciesanda
wooferhandleseverythingelse,
fromthebassdrumtothehuman
voice.Thearrangement1scheap
andcompact,butitasksonedriver
todotwoverydifferentjobs.When
thewooferworkshardona
bassline,itcanmuddythevocals
andinstrumentsitisreproducing
atthesametime.Engineerscall
thisintermodulationdistortion.
Listenersdescribeitascongestion:
thesensethatabusytrackturns
intoawallofsoundasthevolume
rises.
TheMalharG2isathree-way
design.Itsplitstheaudioband
acrosstwoone-inchtweeters,two
three-inchmidrangedriversand
one6.5-inchwoofer.Themidrange
drivershandlethebandwheremost
ofmusic'sinformationsits:voices,
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SonodyneMalharG2isapremiumhigh-fidelitywirelessmusicsystemwithar
advancedthree-wayacousticdesign,featuringadedicatedglass-fibrewoofer
dualmidrangedriversandsilk-dometweeters.Pictures:MathuresPaul
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SPECTACLE
InanageofboomybassandAlsonic
slop,Sonodyne'sMalharG2makes
thecaseforserioussound

guitars,piano,stringsandthebody
ofasnaredrum.Freedfrombass
duty,theycanconcentrateonit.It
1sanunusualconfigurationatthis
priceandinthisformat,thoughnot
asurprisingonegivenSonodyne's
longhistoryinprofessional
monitors.
Thetweetersareone-inchsilk

domeswithneodymiummagnets.
Softdomessuchassilktend
towardsasmooth,forgivingtreble
ratherthanasharp,etchedone.
Metaldomesinaluminiumor
titaniumcansoundmoredetailed.
butalsoharsher,particularlyon
brightorheavilycompressed
recordings.Thatmakessilka
sensiblechoiceforaspeakerthat
willspendmostofitslifeplaying
modernpopandrock.Thetrade-off
isalittlelessairattheverytop,
wherecymbalshimmerlives,
thoughthetreblecontrolcan
compensate.
Themidrangedriversuseglass-

florecones,whicharestiffand
light.Stiffnessmeansthecone
movesasasinglepistonratherthan
flexingathigherfrequencies.
Lightnessmeansitcanstartand
stopquickly.Theresultiscleaner
soundinthebandtheearismost
sensitiveto.Thisiswherethe
MalharG2separatesitselffrom
mostrivals.Acarefullyrecorded
vocal,whetherAdeleatapianoora
folksingerwithanacousticguitar,
dependsalmostentirelyonthe
midrange.
Basscomesfromasingle6.5-

inchwoofer,alsowithaglass-flore
cone,inabass-reflexcabinetwith
tworearports.Sonodyneratesthe
frequencyresponseat45HZto

20KHz.The45Hzfiguremeansthe
speakerreproducesthefullrange
ofabassguitarandthe
fundamentalthumpofakickdrum.
Porteddesignstypicallydeliver
puncy,lastbass,butplacement
matters.PushtheMalharG2flat
againstawallorintoacornerand
therearportswillmakethebass
boom.Leaving15cmto30cmof
spacebehindthecabinetisthe
usualremedy.
TheMalharG2uses200Wof

ClassDamplification,whichis
efficientandrunscool.Themore
usefulfiguresarethesound
pressurelevels.Sonodyneratesthe
maximumSPLat101dBatone
metre,withpeaksof107dB.Thatis
wellbeyondcomfortablelistening
inatypicalIndianlivingroom.The
headroomisimportantevenat
moderatevolumesbecausean
amphfierthatisn'tworkingnearits
limitstayscleaneronsuddenpeaks
suchasadrumhitoranorchestral
swell.

BUILTFROMWOOD
Thecabinetisaproprietarycurved
woodenenclosureinanatural
woodfinish.Everydriverpushes
soundbackwardsaswellas
forwards,andtherearwavestrikes
thecabinetwalls.Ifthosewallsare
thin,theyvibrateandaddaboxy,
hollowcolouringoftheirown.A
goodcabinetisinert,sothelistener
hearsthedriversandnotthebox.
Woodisdenseandnaturally

damped.Itabsorbsvibrationrather
thanringing,whichiswhyhi-flhas
reliedonitfordecades.Thecurve
mattersasmuchasthematerial

ATA
GLANCE
Device:Sonodyne
MalharG2
Price:755,000
(MRP)andthereis
anofferonAmazon,
42,999

HIGHNOTES
*Three-waydriverdesign
*Curvedwoodencabinet

*45Hz-20kHzfrequency
response
*Independentbassand
treblecontrols
*DuetModeforstereo
pairing
MUFFLEDNOTES
*NoAirPlay
*Noapp

IthasasleekIRremotecontrol

Parallelwallsletsoundbounce
backandforth,buildingup
standingwavesthatcolourthebass
andlowermids.Curvedsidesbreak
upthosereflections.
TheMalharG21sa"3Way

Stereo"system.Theleftandright
channelsarereproducedseparately
insidetheonecabinet,eachwithits
owntweeterandmidrangedriver.
Thatgivesagenuinestereoimage.
Withthedriversspreadacrossa
44cmcabinet,thetwochannelssit
farclosertogetherthanapairof
speakersplacedtwometresapart
would.
Instrumentspannedhardleft

andrightwillsoundnearertoeach
otherthanthemixintends
Sonodyne'sanswerisDuetMode,
whichpairstwounitswirelessly
overBluetoothforawiderimage
That,ofcourse,doublesthecost.

Malhar
G2comes
with

independent
bassandtreble
controls

CONNECTIONSAND
CONTROLS
Let'stalkaboutconnectivity.
Bluetooth5.4improvesrange.
stabilityandpowerefticiency,but
notsoundquality.Soundqualty
dependsonthecodecusedto
compressaudiobetweenphoneand
speaker.Onaspeakerofthis
resolution,youdon'thavetoworry
aboutoverallsoundquality.But
whatwouldhavetakenthistothe
nextlevelisthesupportforAirPlay.
Thewiredoptionspartlymake

upforthis.Theopticalinputtakesa
digitalsignalfromatelevision,
streamerorCDtransport,
andisthemost
dependablelossless
routein.With
HDMIARC,the
TV'sownremote
controlsthe
volume,making
theMalharG2a
capablestereoTV
speaker.The'Movie'
modeenhances
soundstageand
dynamics.TheAUXinput
meansanexternal
networkstreamercanbe
addedtofilltheW1-F1
gap.
Thereare

independentbassand
treblecontrolsandafull-
functionIRremote.Physical

tonecontrolshavebecomerare
onwirelessspeakers,andtheyare
useful:alittlebasshelpsthinolder
recordings,andalittletreble
restoresair.Thereisnoapp,multi-
bandequaliserorroomcorrection,
butfewownerswouldmissanapp.

WHATTOPLAY
TheMalharG2'sstrengthssuita
rangeofgenres.Forthemidrange,
tryAdele'sSomeoneLikeYou.
whichisessentiallyvoiceand
piano.TracyChapman'sFastCar,
withitswarmvocaland
fingerpickedguitar,andNorah
Jones'sintimateDon'tKnowWhy
workwelltoo.TheEagles'slive
HotelCaliforniafromHellFreezes
Over,withitslongacoustic
introduction,hasbeenahi-fl
showroomstapleforthreedecades.
Tohearthethree-waydesign

keepdensemixesapartatvolume,
playQueen'sBohemianRhapsody,
LedZeppelin'sKashmirorMichael
Jackson'sBillieJean.BillieJean
hasatightkickdrum,abusy
basslineandavocalthatagood
speakerkeepsinseparatespaces,
TheclocksatthestartofPink
Floyd'sTimeandthehard-panned
1966stereomixofThe
Beatles'sTaxmanwillshowthe
limitsofasinglecabinet,andthe
caseforDuetMode.
TheMalharG21saseriouspiece
ofacousticengineeringina
lifestyleformat.Itsthree-way
driverarrangement,glass-fibre
cones,curvedwoodencabinetand
generousheadroomputitwell
aheadoftheplasticBluetooth
speakers.Thetonecontrolsarea
welcomerarity.Foralistenerwho
wantsonewell-builtspeakerfora
room,theMalharG2iseasyto
recommend.Itssoundand
simplicitycanmakeithangwith
thepremiumBluetoothspeaker
brands.It'saboldmove.

-MathuresPaul
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